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AWhen men enter into a state of society,

that society in order to ensure the protection of others; and, without such an equivalent,
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From the Constitution of New Hampshire (Art. 3-d)
(Society, Its Organization and Purposes)
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ZONING ORDINANCE

ARTICLE | - PREAMBLE

In pursuance of authority conferred by Chapters 672-676 NH Revised Statutes
Annotated, 1983, now therefore the following ordinance is hereby enacted by the voters
of the Town of Meredith, New Hampshire, in official Town Meeting convened.

ARTICLE Il - TITLE

This ordinance shall be known and may be
OF THE TOWN OF MEREDI TH, NEW HAMPSHI REO.

ARTICLE Il - GENERAL PROVISIONS

The following provisions shall apply to all districts except where listed on Pages
25 through 45.

A. Obnoxious Use (Amended 10 March 87)

No land in any of the districts herein set forth shall be used in a manner that is
disorderly, unsightly, noxious, offensive or detrimental to the public or the owners or
occupants of adjacent property.

B. Excavation, Removal and Filling Land

The primary use of land for the excavation, removal, filling or depositing of any
type of each material, topsoil, gravel, rock, garbage, rubbish, other wastes or by-
products may be permitted by exception in certain districts and under the supervision of
the Selectmen and after due public hearings on such matters in accordance with the
topographic plan submitted by the owner of the property concerned and after a permit
has been approved by the Planning Board.

Applicants for any proposed new excavation must apply for a permit in accord-
ance with the Meredith Earth Excavation Regulations, adopted January 8, 1981.
(See p. 81 for complete text.)

C. Erosion and Sedimentation Control

In order to control the accelerated erosion and the resulting sedimentation
caused by construction activities which can significantly degrade water quality in the
Town, and to promote the safety, public health, convenience and general welfare of
the Town and to prevent damage to abutters, the Erosion and Sedimentation Control
Ordinance has been enacted.

A developer should become acquainted with the Erosion and Sedimentation
Control Ordinance and is encouraged to discuss his construction activities with the
Meredith Planning Board before earth disturbing activities commence. No development
area where earth disturbing activities are to take place will be approved unless it is in
compliance with the standards and criteria of the Meredith Erosion and
Sedimentation Ordinance, adopted March 13, 1984. (See p. 89 for complete text.)
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D. Condominiums

Condominiums, condominium conversions and time-sharing units shall be
considered as subdivisions and shall be required to meet the density requirements on
an area per unit basis unless granted a variance by the Zoning Board of Adjustment.

E. Temporary Structures

1.

Temporary Structures may be occupied on a residential building site during
the period that construction of the Primary Structure is in progress. A Special
Permit, but not a Certificate of Use and Occupancy, shall be required prior to
the occupancy of a Temporary Structure. Prior to the issuance of the
Certificate of Use and Occupancy for the Primary Structure, the residential
use of any previously permitted Temporary Structure shall be discontinued.

Temporary/portable shelters regardless of cost or construction shall require a
permit and shall be subject to setback and height requirements as per the
Zoning Ordinance and will require a Certificate of Use. Such use shall be
limited to 180 days. Permit fee will be the same as established for an
accessory building. (13 Mar 01)

F. Home Occupations

Any home occupation shall be permitted as an accessory use in the zone where
allowed and shall be subject to Site Plan Review and the following restrictions:

1.

The home occupation is clearly an accessory use to the residential use of
the property.

The home occupation is customarily incidental to the primary use of the
property as a dwelling.

The total number of employees engaged in a home occupation shall not
exceed four (4). The operator of the home occupation shall reside at the
residence whether he/she is the owner of the property or not and shall be
engaged in the home occupation. The operator of the home occupation shall
be considered one (1) of the four (4) permitted employees. The remaining
employees may be either related or unrelated to the owner/operator and may
or may not reside at the residence.

The home occupation shall be carried on only within the principal or
accessory structure and there shall be no obvious commercial interruption of
the residential appearance of the area.

Not more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the combined floor area of the

dwelling house and accessory buildings shall be devoted to such home
occupation.
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6. A home occupation shall be allowed one sign and shall not exceed six (6) sq.
ft. in total visible area and shall be flat in nature and shall require a sign
permit from the proper authority.

7. No installation or use of any mechanical or electrical equipment that is not
customarily incidental to the practice of the home occupation or not normally
part of a domestic household shall be permitted, with the exception of
medical and rental equipment. Also, machinery which is abusive to the
residential atmosphere or that causes interference in radio and television
reception shall not be permitted.

8. The home occupation shall not display or create outside the building any
external evidence of the operation of the home occupation except for the
permitted sign.

9. Home occupations shall consist of those customarily traditional home
occupations which are generally acceptable to be carried on in dwellings in
a residential area. The use of modern information and communication
technologies shall not preclude home occupation, provided that all other
provisions of the ordinance are met.

10. In addition to the customarily traditional home occupation, the following are
permitted uses, providing they qualify under the other criteria: physicians
andd e n t officesspiofessional offices of attorneys, accountants and
architects, studios, barber shops and beauty parlors, dressmaking, child care
and boarding houses.

11. Only articles made on the premises or customarily incidental to the home
occupation shall be sold on the premises.

G. Signs (For permit requirements, see Art. VI, Sect. D., Para. 1)

All signs erected in the Town of Meredith shall require a Sign Permit, which shall
be renewed every five (5) years, with the exception of those listed under Section G-1
below and Article VI, Section D-1, of this Ordinance. A Sign Permit may be issued by
the Board of Selectmen or their designated agent upon evidence that all applicable
conditions of the Zoning Ordinance are met. (10 Mar 92)

If any proposed sign is located on a tract or parcel of land that is before the Planning
Board pursuant to the Site Plan Review Regulation, then a Sign Permit will be issued
only in accordance with the approved Site Plan. (10 Mar 92)

1. Signs offering property for sale, lease or rent and political signs are
permitted.

2. Signs erected in wetlands shall not be larger than 4 sq. ft.
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llluminated signs shall be shielded in such a way as to produce no glare,
undue distraction, confusion or hazard to the surrounding area or to
vehicular traffic. Illumination shall be focused upon or from within the sign
itself.

No sign structure shall be erected or replaced which advertises a business
not located in the Town of Meredith.

. Signs which are animated, flashing or with intermittent illumination, and
Electronic Signs, are prohibited. (31 July 07).

Any sign which becomes in disrepair may be removed upon order of the
Selectmen or their agent if not refurbished, repaired or removed after sixty
(60) days written notice. Signs which advertise a use that has been
discontinued for one (1) year or more shall be removed by the owner. If after
60 days written notice to the owner the sign has not been removed, then the
Selectmen or their representative may remove the sign and any related costs
shall be charged to the property owner. (10 Mar 87).

Several zones shall be established to determine the signage permitted: (10
Mar 87)

a. The Main Street area of the Central Business District including the
portions of Lake, Dover, High, Water, Highland, St. James and Plymouth
Street that are in the Central Business District shall be treated as follows:

1. The maximum signage permitted for each business shall be 32 sq. ft.
for each building facade that faces a public right-of-way.

2. The maximum permitted size for a free-standing sign shall be 16 sq.
ft. which shall be included in the total permitted in 7.a.1 above.

b. The Central Business District North on Route #3 from Cataldo Road to
the end of the Central Business District at the Center Harbor line and
East on Route #25 to the Center Harbor line, where a business use is a
permitted use, and the Meredith Center Commercial District shall be
treated as follows: (10 Mar 87)

1. Each property owner with road frontage of 150 feet or less shall be
permitted a free standing sign with a maximum size of 64 sq. ft. (per
side) and additional building signage to a maximum of 64 sq. ft.

2. For lots with more than 150 feet of road frontage, one square foot of
signage may be added for every four feet of road frontage over 150
feet up to a maximum total of 240 sq. ft. of signage. No sign shall
exceed 120 sq. ft per side.

c. The balance of the Central Business District, Route #3 South, the
Business and Industry District and Route #104 West to New Hampton
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Town Line, where a business use is a permitted use, shall be treated as
follows: (10 Mar 87)

Each property owner may have fion premis
not to exceed 3 sq. ft. per linear foot of road frontage, but not exceed 120
sq. ft. per side. A total of 240 sq. ft. of signage is allowed.

8. General Provisions:

a. AnoOn premiseodo signs shall mean any Signs
attached to buildings or erected on gro
letters are used, the size of the sign shall be the total area within the
regular geometric shape which the letter suggests.

b. Tenants or condominium unit owners of a Commercial or Business &
Industry property shall be treated as one property owner but in any case
each business located on such a property shall be entitled to signage with
a maximum of 32 sq. ft.

c. If, upon Site Plan Review, unique physical conditions prove them
necessary, the Planning Board may give conditional approval for up to
three (3) signs, subject to the granting of a Special Exception by the
Zoning Board of Adjustment. For example, a business may be located on
a corner or a shopping center may require a sign that is visible from each
entrance/exit.

d. AOff Premiseo signs are allowed only as defined below:
1. Signs directing traffic to a local business or group of residences.

2. Such local business may establish two (2) signs, the aggregate
surface of which shall not exceed 120 sg. ft., however, no single side
shall exceed 100 sq. ft.

3. N Qfefo Brnegmis shall not be internally

e. Height - The top of a free-standing sign shall be no greater than 20 feet
from the road grade at the edge of the public road.

9. In any district, one sign not exceeding six (6) sq. ft. is permitted which
announces the name, address and business of the home occupation carried
on at the premises on which the sign is located.

10. Signs located on Scenic Roads shall be in accordance with RSA 253:17-18.

11. Temporary Signs are allowed in all districts, however, a permit is required
and such signage shall not exceed 50% of the maximum allowable signage for
the district. Temporary signage for non-profit organizations, charities and
service organizations shall be exempt from the temporary sign provisions,
provided that said signage is not commercial in nature. Temporary signage
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may be permitted on the same parcel for a period of sixty (60) days in one
year. Temporary signage shall not interfere with the sight vision from driveway
intersections or along streets. A fee may be required as determined by the
Board of Selectmen. Uses subject to the Special Permit provisions of the
ordinance shall be exempt from this requirement. (1995)

12. SIGN CHECK LIST - Site plans for signs be drawn to scale and contain the
following:

(1) Three (3) copies of plan shall be submitted on standard white or graph
paper, 8 ¥2 x 11 or larger.

(2) Boundaries of the parcel of land involved, linear footage on road(s) and
names of road(s).

(3) Locations and dimensions of buildings on property and accesses to
buildings.

(4) Location of sign(s).

(5) On separate but similar paper show sketch of sign, including height and
width, also distance from ground at base of sign to top of sign.

(6) Specify type of lighting to be used. Also show placement of lights and
areas which will be illuminated.

(7) Names of property owner, address, telephone number, tax map number,
zoning district and date of application.

H. Accessways
Accessways shall be adequate and safe for intended use.

Group Homes

Occupation of a residence by any group other than a family as defined herein
shall be deemed a group home and shall not be permitted unless operating with State
of New Hampshire authorization.

J. Waterfront Right-of-Way

1. The purpose of this provision is to provide guidelines for the development of
backland with access to lakes and ponds so as to prevent overcrowding,
protection of the shoreline and water quality, and to control the granting of
easements by waterfront lot owners for the purpose of access to water
frontage.

2. Rights to gain access to a water body through or by means of any waterfront
land in the Town of Meredith shall not be created or attached to any real
estate, except in accordance with the standards set forth below and subject
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to Planning Board approval. Any owner granting rights for waterfront use
and access shall comply with the following standards:

A.There shall be a minimum frontage of
sufficient depth to provide for beach area, parking and toilet facilities
when required.

1. SwimmingOnly-Devel opment shall have one
first dwelling unit and an additional f i f t)yeet ofStb@ frontage
for each additional dwelling unit. (11 Mar 08)

B. There shall be provided eight hundred (800) sq. ft. of beach area per
dwelling unit planned.

C. Parking area in addition to the beach area shall be provided on the basis
of three hundred fifty (350) sq. ft. for each dwelling unit planned located
more than % mile from the waterfront area.

D. Toilet facilities shall be provided on the basis of one facility each for
males and females for each twenty-five (25) dwelling units or fraction
thereof. (9 Mar 88)

K. Junk Yards

1. Itis recognized that the maintenance of junk yards, as defined in this
ordinance, is a useful and necessary business and ought to be encouraged
when not in conflict with the express purposes of state law (RSA 236:11
through RSA 236:129) and of this ordinance. The effect of control of junk
yards applies, in the terms of this ordinance, in all portions of the Town of
Meredith except those junk yards located within 1,000 feet from the nearest

edge or the right-of-way or visible from the main traveled way of Route #104,
U.S. Route #3 South of the traffic lights, Route #25 East of the traffic lights
and Interstate 93. The control of junk yards along those listed highways is
vested in state agencies in accordance with RSA 236:90 through RSA
236:110.

2. Application for the license and the certificate of approved location shall be
made in writing to the Board of Selectmen.

3. The application to the Board of Selectmen must be accompanied by a
certificate from the Zoning Board of Adjustment that the proposed location is
not within an established district restricted against such uses or otherwise
contrary to the prohibitions of this ordinance. The application must contain a
description of the land to be included with the junk yard, by reference to so-
called permanent boundary markers.

L. Privy and/or Outhouse

Privies and/or outhouses shall not be allowed.
17



M. Parking and Storage of Unlicensed Vehicles (8 March 94)

In any district, no more than two (2) motor vehicles which require license plates,
but which are without current license plates, shall be parked or stored except in
authorized automobile sales areas, enclosed buildings or approved junk yards. Any
vehicles in excess of the two (2) allowed by ordinance shall bear current license plates
and inspection stickers. No more than two (2) specialty vehicles which do not require
license plates, such as homemade or factory constructed competition machines, shall
be parked or stored. This does not pertain to farm vehicles or other vehicles which are
in constant use and do not require a license plate for such use.

N. Single-Family Detached Dwelling

Five hundred (500) sq. ft. minimum required on the ground for a single-family
dwelling. (NOTE: Single-family detached dwelling under 500 sq. ft. is a Special
Exception in certain districts.)

0. Seasonal Conversions

Whenever any existing seasonal dwelling is proposed for conversion to a year-
round dwelling unit, the Town shall require that the inspection of an existing sewage
system be done by a registered professional sanitary engineer. The inspection may, at
the discretion of the Health Officer, include the filing of a detailed diagram showing
type, extent and location of the system on the property as well as adequacy of the
system for its intended and proposed use.

P. Certificate of Use and Occupancy (10 Mar 92)

1. In order that there be a determination that all construction, enlargement,
alterations and/or moving of structures and/or all uses of land and structures
in accordance with state and local codes, regulations, ordinances and
approvals, a Certificate of Use and Occupancy shall be required. Such
certificate shall be issued by the Code Enforcement Officer upon his
determination of compliance with all applicable codes, ordinances,
approvals, etc.

2. A Certificate of Use and Occupancy shall be deemed to authorize and is
required for initial or changed occupancy and use and/or alteration of the
structure or land to which it applies, subject to the following:

a. Residential construction shall be subject to an initial Certificate of Use
and Occupancy only, provided that such continued residential structures
and the use thereof and the use of such land remain in full compliance
with the terms of the initial Certificate of Use and Occupancy.

b. All changes in commercial or industrial use or occupancy shall require a
new Certificate of Use and Occupancy. Any such change of use and
occupancy may also require compliance with Site Plan Review
Regulations.

18



3. No structure shall be occupied except in accordance with a valid Certificate
of Use and Occupancy.

4. Any damage to town property shall be repaired to town specifications prior to
issuance.

Q. Special Permits

A Special Permit, but not a Certificate of Use and Occupancy, shall be required
for any temporary unapproved use or activity on any property. Fees for Special Permits
shall be set by the Selectmen and permits shall be issued by them or their agent. (11
Mar 03)

Any person may appeal the decision of the Agent on the issuance or non-
issuance of a Special Permit to the Board of Selectmen at a Public Hearing, with proper
notification as required in RSA 676: 7.
appealed to the Zoning Board of Adjustment in accordance with the ZBA Rules and
Regulations. (8 Mar 94)

R. Mobile Homes

Mobile Homes shall not be used for purposes of a residence in any district
except in a Mobile Home Park or Mobile Home Subdivision in those districts where
allowed by this ordinance.

S. Fences (11 Mar 03)

1. Fences that are installed within the setback shall have a maximum allowable
height of six (6) feet, however, this height may be altered by the granting of
a Special Exception by the Zoning Board of Adjustment providing the
application meets the requirements for Special Exception.

The height of screening fences and other fences that are subject to site plan
review by the Planning Board may be of a sufficient height as to accomplish
the purpose of the fence, as determined by the Planning Board, All other
fences may not exceed the maximum allowable height of structures.

2. Erection of fences within town rights-of-way is prohibited.

3. Fences abutting a right-of-way shall be set back a sufficient distance, as
determined by the Code Enforcement Officer, so as not to interfere with
snow removal operations, roadway maintenance, site distances or otherwise
create a threat to the public health, safety or welfare.

4. All fences must be constructed with finished or good side facing the abutting
property.

5. All below ground swimming pools must have a suitable barrier fence that
shall be at least four (4) feet.

19
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6.

All fences shall be exempt from property setback requirements and shall
require a Building Permit.

T. Structures Exempt from Property Line Setbacks (10 Mar 92)

Structures which provide only a safe means of egress or access, such as
handicap ramps, fire escapes, or stairs, may be exempt from property line setback
requirements provided that the structure does not exceed the minimum requirements
prescribed by the applicable code(s) adopted by the Town. All structures exempted
pursuant to this section shall require a building permit.

ARTICLE IV - NON-CONFORMING USES, STRUCTURES AND LOTS

1.

Any existing non-conforming use may continue as provided for in the New
Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated 674:19.

A non-conforming use may be changed to a different non-conforming use
provided such different non-conforming use would not be more objectionable
or detrimental to the area and no structural alterations to the building are
made and no additional parking is required. A change from one non-
conforming use to another shall require the granting of a Special Exception
by the Zoning Board of Adjustment following the criteria set forth in this
ordinance pertaining to the granting of a Special Exception (Ref. Art. VII-1).

Re-establishment of non-confirming use after a discontinuance of one (1)
year is not permitted.

If a structure to which this regulation applies is destroyed by accidental
means, the pre-existing use may continue if rebuilt within one (1) year from
said date of said occurrence.

A non-conforming lot of record may be built upon, provided the proposed
building meets all the requirements of this Ordinance relating to setbacks
and height.

Expansion of Non-Conforming Structures.

A. General

(1) The purpose of this section is to establish and distinguish between
permitting requirements with respect to Building Permits, Special
Exceptions and Variances regarding expansion or extension of
existing, non-conforming structures.

(2) The permitting requirements with respect to the necessity of Building
Permits, Special Exceptions and Variances regarding expansions or
extensions of non-conforming structures are set forth by example in
the diagrams and explanations contained in lllustrations 7-B, 7C-1, 7C-
2 and 7-D.
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(3) Building Permit applications and applications to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment made pursuant to this section shall include a plan
prepared by a NH Licensed Surveyor. The plan shall include all
relevant existing and proposed conditions and dimensions. Plans shall
not be required for the replacement of open decks as provided for in
Section 7, B-3.

(4) The pre-existing limit of encroachment of a structure within a setback
area establishes a setback, which shall apply to additional expansion
or extension. The pre-existing limit of encroachment is a
measurement equal to the shortest distance between the mean high
water line or lot line and the nearest corner of the primary structure
that is closest to the proposed expansion or extension. See
lllustrations 7-B and 7-C for reference.

(5) Primary structure means a structure other than one that is used for
purposes wholly incidental or accessory to the use of another
structure on the same premises. For purposes of determining the
pre-existing limit of encroachment, the primary structure does not
include appurtenant features such as stairs and open decks.

(6) The basis for determining maximum and cumulative expansion
limitations established under Section B-5 and C-2 below shall be the
non-conforming area of the existing, non-conforming structure in
lawful existence as of the effective date of these regulations.

(7) Building envelope means the space within which a structure is
permitted to be built that is defined by maximum height limitations, lot
line setbacks and waterfront setbacks where applicable.

(8) Natural woodland buffer means an area of natural vegetation within
256 of the mean high water 1|ine.
protect the quality of public waters as described in RSA 483-B. See
lllustration 7-D for reference.

(9) The effective date of these requirements is March 12, 2002.

B. The following construction activities are allowed by right. A Building
Permit is required.

(1) Installation of a new foundation or the replacement of an existing
foundation provided that (a) the sill height is not increased by more
t han 240 ; (b) t he existing foo
resulting structure falls within

(2) Replacement of a structure provided that (a) the footprint of the
replacement structure is the same size and configuration as the non-
conforming structure and (b) the location is the same or a less-non-
conforming location.
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(3) Removal and replacement of open decks attached to dwelling units
provided that (a) the replacement deck is the same size or smaller and
(b) the Building Inspector has inspected and confirmed the deck
dimensions prior to its removal.

(4) Expansion of a building footprint into the building envelope as
established by the Districtds set baek
for reference.

(5) A maximum cumulative expansion of non-conforming area by not more
than 400 square, provided that: (a) the expansion does not encroach
into a setback area beyond the pre-existing limit of encroachment or

(b) the expansion is not | ocat ed

See lllustration 7-B for reference.

. The following construction activities are allowed by Special Exception. A
grant of a Special Exception by the Zoning Board of Adjustment is
required prior to the issuance of a Building Permit.

(1) Installation of a new foundation or the replacement of an existing
foundation where the sild/l height

(2) Expansion of non-conforming area by more than 400 square feet or
cumulative expansions subsequent to the effective date where the
cumulative expansion of area of non-conformity exceeds a total of 400
square feet, provided that: (a) the expansion does not encroach into a
setback area beyond the pre-existing limit of encroachment or (b) the
expansion is not | ocated in the

regu

250 N

pl anes may be extended or increased by

of the plane being extended or increased, whichever is greater. The
extension of building planes shall establish the cumulative limit of
footprint expansion allowed by Special Exception. See lllustrations
7C-1 and 7C-2 for reference.

. The following construction activities are allowed by Variance. A grant of a
Variance by the Zoning Board of Adjustment is required prior to the
issuance of a Building Permit.

(1) Any proposed construction activity located within a setback area not
addressed in Sections B and C above shall require a Variance.

(2) In the Shoreline District, a Variance shall be required in
circumstances where any portion of the proposed expansion falls

wi t hin t he 256 Nat ur al Wo o diD4dar d

reference.
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