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CO-OCCURRENCE AREA SUMMARY
CA #5 — Forest Pond/Dolloff Brook Map
CO-OCCURRENCE AREA (CA): Forest Pond / Dolloff Brook CA#: 5 ACRES: 445.2

LOCATION: North central Meredith below Forest Pond along Dolloff Brook

Elevation: 532 — 722 ft. General Aspect: South Ave. Slope: 0 — 8%
% Upland Forest: 55.5 % Open Upland: 1.3 % Wetland: 39.8 % Open Water: 3.4
GENERAL LAND USE: Type: Forestry-Rural Zoning: FR

Forest Pond lies on the Town Line between Meredith and New Hampton and has a few pond shore
cottages with some new development on the New Hampton side. There are scattered residences along
Chase Road above the crossing of Dolloff Brook. A slightly higher density of homes exists along Chase
Road near Route 104 as well as the small development along Dolloff Brook Road. This higher density
area lies outside of the CA. Timber management is the principal land use besides development.

General Ecological Attributes: Dolloff Brook is a first order stream above its junction with the outlet
stream of Forest Pond. It descends southerly from a low basin in New Hampton, joins the Forest Pond
tributary, and then winds east, then south, and finally west before crossing Route 104 and flowing into
the north cove of Lake Wicwas. The stream passes through emergent wetlands above Chase Road,
where beavers have impounded large areas of marsh and scrub-shrub habitat. Mixed forest forms the
bordering riparian vegetation, and includes some hemlock terraces, pine stands, and red maple basins.
Water quality fluctuates greatly from winter to summer, as large areas of open water in spring become
choked with water-lilies, pondweeds, and pickerelweed in the summer.

Prime Wetland Description: The 192-acre Dolloff Brook prime wetland forms the central core of Co-
Occurrence Area #5. The above-described marsh habitat provides one of the best waterfow! breeding
and stop-over spots in Meredith. Interspersion of peaty fen mats and emergent graminoid vegetation
enrich the vascular plant diversity, and adjacent unfragmented uplands enhance the wildlife diversity.
This wetland has floodwater storage functional value, especially above Chase Road, as it helps
moderate the stormwater surges flowing into Lake Wicwas. There is some groundwater discharge
value but very little evidence of groundwater recharge.

Wildlife Habitat Description: There were some landowner access restrictions to CA #5 and so wildlife
records were minimal. Two evident corridors across Chase Road were noted in winter leading from the
prime wetland east-west towards the Blake Brook CA #6 area. Ermine, fisher, mink, and red fox were
recorded from track records. The northern part near Forest Pond had ample evidence of deer, moose,
and bear, and scattered evidence of coyote. The marsh areas had abundant amounts of waterfowl with
breeding evidence of Canada goose, mallard, wood duck, and hooded merganser. The area has
excellent habitat for rarer species such as great blue heron, American black duck, American woodcock,
and semi-palmated sandpiper.

Van de Poll / EMC 22 August 2009


http://meredithnh.org/pdfdocs/nri2/CA5%20Map%20v.2%2011%20x%2017.pdf

Meredith NRI Il

Rare & Endangered Species / Exemplary Natural Communities: Mixed Tall Graminoid-Scrub shrub
Marsh (S4S5) (upper part along Dolloff Brook).

Wildlife Issues of Concern:

e Increased shoreland development around Forest Pond

e Possible chloride inputs from Forest Pond Road in New Hampton
e Limited salt pollution along Chase Road in lower part

e Timbering in the prime wetland buffer zone

Above: Looking south, Dolloff Brook comes in at
right from the northwest and joins the Forest
Pond outflow tributary in the center. Extensive
marshlands provide excellent habitat for
breeding waterfowl, including the wood ducks
shown at left. These two young-of-the-year
ducklings were amidst a mixed species flock of
mallards, hooded mergansers, and Canada geese.
Lower left: an old growth red maple wildlife tree
with ample porcupine and bear claw marks. This
250+ year old tree was supporting tree seedlings
on the side of its semi-rotten trunk. Lower right:
the western shoreline of Forest Pond has a high-
value scrub-shrub marsh that helps mitigate
potential impacts from adjacent residences.

Van de Poll / EMC 23 August 2009



